
Measure each window separately, as sizes 
may vary slightly (or greatly). 

Use a metal measuring tape. (Cloth tapes 
may stretch.) 

Round measurements to the nearest one-
eighth (1/8) of an inch. 

Record measurements clearly, indicating 
which is the width, and which is the height.  
It’s a common mistake to switch the two 
measurements.     

1.)	 Decide whether to mount the treatment 		
	 inside or outside the window frame.    

	 Inside Mount 

	 Shade or blind will be mounted (recessed) 		
	 inside the window frame. 
	 This is the most common mount for 	shades 		
	 and horizontal blinds.
   
	 Outside Mount

	 Shade or blind will be mounted on the 		
	 outside of the window frame. 

2.)	 Follow directions to measure for either 		
	 inside mount or outside mount.    

	   A  inside width		     C  outside width
	   B  inside height		     D  outside height   

       	   i) inside mount	  	    ii) outside mount

Blinds (horizontal) and ShadesMeasuring Tips
i) Measuring the Inside Mount
    
Measure and record the width, length, and depth.

Width for Inside Mount

     Measure the width (A) of the opening. Because not all 
windows are exactly “square,” measure the width in three 
places: high, middle, and low.  Record the shortest width.
  
Record the width: _____ inches to the nearest 1/8”. 
Order this width. 

 NOTE:  Don’t be surprised if your window is out-of-square. 
It probably isn’t noticeable if it is off a little. However, if 
there is a considerable difference, you may want to use 
an outside mount, rather than an inside one, to hide the 
imperfection.    

Length for Inside Mount

     Measure the length (B) from the top (inside the window 
casing) to the	 desired length (usually the windowsill). 

Record the length: _____ inches to the nearest 1/8”. 
Order this length.    

 

Depth for Inside Mount

     If you would like the headrail (mechanism that raises and 
lowers the blind or shade) of your treatment to be flush with 
the window frame, it is important to consider the depth of 
the window frame, as well as, the product you’re interested 
in purchasing.   
  
Blinds and shades do not have to be flush with the window 
frame. However, if it is flush, it will have a more finished ap-
pearance and will not interfere with any other window treat-
ments (such as curtains or draperies) you may be using in 
conjunction with the blind or shade.   
  
Measure the depth of the window at the top where the 
headrail will be installed.             
  
Record the depth: _____ inches to the nearest 1/8”.  
Order to accommodate this depth.   
  
Be sure to compare this measurement with the depth of the 
product you’d like to purchase to verify its flush fit. 



ii) Measuring the Outside Mount

Measure and record the width and length.  
  

Width for Outside Mount

     Measure the width (C) of the area to be covered, where 
the headrail (mechanism that raises and lowers the blind 
or shade) will be installed. Consider how far you’d like the 
treatment to extend beyond the window frame on each side.  
Generally, the recommended overlap is at least 1 inches on 
each side of the window.  For Roman and roll-up shades 
allow at least 2 inches on each side.          
  
Record the desired width:  _____ inches to the nearest 1/8”.
Order this width. 

Length for Outside Mount

Measure the length (D) in three different places: from the 
top right, top left, and top center of the window to the de-
sired length (typically this is to the windowsill or floor).  Use 
the longest measurement.  
  
Add 3” for bracket installation above the opening/trim.          
  
Record the desired length:  _____ inches to the nearest 
1/8”.


